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Neighborhood groups join forces
with Oprah in hurricane relief

By Maciej Wroblewski

The Gramercy Park
Block Association with
the support of Reverend
Dr. Thomas F. Pike, The
Rector of Calvary/St.
George's Church, has
commenced the second
stage of Neighbors Help-
ing Neighbors Hurricane
Katrina Relief Effort, do-
nating $2,500 to help fur-
nish new houses that are
being build for victims of
the Category 5 storm.

Neighbors Helping
Neighbors is joining
forces with Oprah
Winfrey who has pledged
$10 million of her own
money to Habitat for Hu-
manity to build 50 houses
for 50 families whose
homes were destroyed by
the natural disaster.

To furnish these
houses, the famous TV
personality has set up a
website with a housing
registry where groups
and individuals can spon-
sor specific items, rang-
ing from a full kitchen to
a set of softballs. The
items, which may be
viewed at
www.oprah.com, will
also be used to provide
equipment for a new
community center, recre-
ational activities and [and-
scaping. To date, the
website has received $5
million worth of furni-
ture.

The $2,500 donated by
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors was raised in recent
months thanks to the
generosity of the local
community, including
Stuyvesant Town and Pe-
ter Cooper Village and the
Gramercy area and orga-

Pledged $10 million of
her own money

nizers of the relief effort
are still accepting dona-
tions that will be specifi-
cally used to purchase
furniture for the houses.
Those who wish to
donate money should
make checks payable to
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors Hurricane Katrina
Relief Effort and mail
them to: The Gramercy

Park Block Association,
23 Gramercy Park South,
New York, NY 10003.

In late September
,Neighbors Helping
Neighbors completed the
first phase of the relief
effort, during which hun-
dreds of boxes of do-
nated clothing and home
products were collected
and delivered to churches
in affected areas of Baton
Rouge, Louisiana and
Ocean Springs, Missis-
sippi.

Items donated by resi-
dents of the community
were packed by volun-
teers and delivered to af-
fected areas in Missis-
sippi and Louisiana.

For more information
about Neighbors Helping
Neighbors, call Arlene
Harrison at (212) 260-
3875.



