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Gramercy Park’s Katrina aid mission completes phase 1

By Macicj Wroblewski

The Gramercy Park
Block Association with
the support of Rev. Dr.
Thomas F. [P'ike, The
Rector of Calvary/St,
Geonrege's Church, has
concluded 1he (i) phase
of the Neighbors Helping
Mewghboers  Hurricane
Katrina Reliel EfTor this
week but rhe nelwaork
will remain in fact and on
alert, ready o alfer addi-
dral hedp iF such a need
arizes,

The First phase af the
reliel effort resalted in
callection of hendreds of
boxes of clothing and
home products, many af
which have already fownd
their way 10 churches in
Baton Rouge, Lowsiana
and Ocean Springs, Mis-
sissippi.

The boxes were
shipped to the disasier
area thanks to the gener-
osity of Mego and Moda
Express and once there
they were handed over to
the United Way, which
set up a reseurceful dis-
iribution chain to get the
goods to those in need.

Meanwhile, the local
collection points at the
Calvary  Chureh  on
Gramercy Park North and
St George's Church on
Fust 16th  Street are
packed up 10 their ceilings
with hundreds of more
baes that will be picked
up and detivened 1o the al-
fecied areas sharly

“Whepever there's a
probdem answhere in the
cauntry and aur neigh-
bors need help we are
there Tor them,” said
Arlene Hamison, president
of 1the Gramercy Park
filock Association and co-
ordinator of the calleciion
efievts. “The whole
counlry stepped up and
offered feie help tis us on
@1 and we will always
be ready to help back."

Harrison expressed her
thanks to hundreds of
people from all over the
arca, including many
from Stuyvesant Town
and Peter Cooper Village,
who brought in denations
or mailed in checks.

She also thanked for
the tircless work of vol-
unteers Kathleen Scupp,

Sherry Hoimes, Sallie
Scripter, Ira Fox, Eunice
Coleman and Wendy
Gaad.

Having already col-
lected hundreds of boxes
of clothing and home
products as well as many
financial domatians, the
Neighbors Helping
Meighbors Huericane Re-
liel ErTen stands ready 10
affer Turther assistance
in the fiature.

e Gramercy Park
Block Assecialion 15 al=o
working with the Edwin
Gould Foondation, which
has allfered 1o house 2040
wictims ol Hutricane
Eafrina for up 1 a year
al its 158-more campus in
Rockland Caunty, NY, 20
miles north of Manhat-
tan.

Al present Lhey are
looking to enlist services
of a government agency,
a majer not-fur-profit or-
ganization or a private
foundation that would
agree to take overall
management responsibil-
ity for the facility.

Monetary donations to
the Hurricane Katrina Re-

Phee by Vacwyf Wrobiewsi

Hundreds of baxes lull ol clothung for survivers ol Hurricane Katrina were collected
during receni clothing drive concucted by 1the Gramercy Park Block Association
and Calvray/St, Gaorge's Church.

liecf Effort are still grate-
fully accepted and those
who wish to donate
moncy should make
checks payable 1o Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors

and mail them to: The
Gramercy Park Block As-
sociation, 23 Gramercy
Park South, New York,
NY 10003, For more in-
formation, call Arlenc

Harrison at (212) 260-
3875, Send an email to
arlepesharrison/@yahoo.coin
to subscribe for email
updates on the reliel ef-
fort.



