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Rev. Tom Pike 50 Years in the Priesthood – January 11, 2013 
Speech by Arlene Harrison at St. George’s Church  

Gramercy Park Block Association President, Trustee of Gramercy Park 
 
It is an honor for me to tell you how much Tom Pike means to our Gramercy 
Park community. He is a compassionate community leader, a dedicated 
preservationist, a Park Trustee, a Gramercy Park Block Association Board 
Member and Archivist, and a caring pastor and mentor to countless people. 
 
In the 42 years Tom has lived on Gramercy Park he has been the key 
community leader in just about every historic preservation project in the area, 
from the restoration of the 1850s Friends Meeting House by the Brotherhood 
Synagogue, to the restoration of the Sonnenberg Mansion, and most recently, 
the Salvation Army's Parkside Evangeline Residence. 
   
As Rector of Calvary/St. George's, Tom was responsible for the restoration and 
illumination of over 100 stained glass windows at Calvary Church. He had them 
illuminated because he wanted people to see them, and appreciate them, not 
only from inside the church, but from outside as well.  Margaret Hamilton, who 
played the Wicked Witch of the West in "The Wizard of Oz", and who once lived 
where I live now at 34 Gramercy Park East, told Tom "The windows have all the 
colors of the rainbow." 
 
Tom also presided over the complete restoration of the façade of the Calvary 
Church Parish House at 61 Gramercy Park North when the building, built in 
1929, was in really hazardous condition. 
 
Thirty years ago, as Chairman of The Partnership for the Homeless, Tom was 
instrumental in setting up homeless shelters both at The Brotherhood 
Synagogue and Calvary/St. Georges, which was one of the first churches in 
New York to begin housing the homeless. 
 
In 1975, when The Brotherhood Synagogue purchased the Friends Meeting 
House, Tom began his close association with the synagogue and its Rabbi 
Irving Block.  It was Tom who urged the Trustees of the Park to add a 
Chanukah menorah lighting ceremony in addition to the Annual Christmas Eve 
Caroling led by him. This past year, the Trustees were delighted to invite Rev. 
Jacob Smith to not only lead the Calvary Church Palm Sunday Procession in 
the Park, but to also participate in both the Menorah Lighting and the caroling.  
 
As a Trustee of Gramercy Park, Tom was responsible for overseeing the recent 
restoration of the Park fence, which went up around 1840 and is a major feature 
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of the Gramercy Park Historic District.  Needless to say, Tom has always 
encouraged us to work closely with the Landmarks Preservation Commission, 
where he served as a Commissioner for 17 years. 
 
Last year, Tom was instrumental in working with the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission to facilitate the placement of a 26-foot sculpture by world-
renowned sculptor Alexander Calder, in the southeast quadrant of Gramercy 
Park. Viewing this sculpture has delighted not only our neighbors, but also those 
who can clearly see it as they pass by the Park. 
 
From its inception twenty years ago, Tom has worked closely with The 
Gramercy Park Block Association. He is the first person we turn to, to help lead 
our many historic preservation and community service projects.  
 
To mention just a few: 
  
When on 9/11 our community lost 44 people including area residents and local 
first responders, Tom immediately offered the Calvary Church Parish House to 
serve as a depot to receive critical supplies pouring in from around the country. 
He then began counseling grieving members of our community, and helped 
organize and lead our candlelight vigil from Calvary Church to The Brotherhood 
Synagogue. 
 
Tom has always been an important partner in our relationship with the police 
officers of the 13th Precinct, each year leading them in prayer at their annual 
World Trade Center Remembrance Ceremony, and supporting them on so 
many other occasions when they have needed his pastoral care. 
 
When our soldiers went off to fight in Afghanistan and Iraq, Tom again offered 
the Parish House as a place where our community gathered to send hundreds 
of support letters, care packages and supplies to wounded soldiers overseas. 
By the way, Tom's son, Tom Pike Jr., who is here tonight, was awarded two 
Bronze Star for his years of outstanding service in Afghanistan, and was 
recently promoted to Army Colonel. 
  
When Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans, once again Tom offered the 
Parish House as a place for the church and the community to gather supplies 
for a relief effort to the region. Together we sent hundreds of boxes of essential 
supplies, raised funds to help rebuild homes and schools, and supported a 
program to evacuate 300 children with cancer from the area hospitals to St. 
Jude's Hospital. 
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Now our community is delighted to have Rev. Jacob Smith carrying on many of 
the traditions of devoted service which Tom is so loved and respected for. 
 
We could not have a better example of this than when Hurricane Sandy recently 
devastated thousands of lives.  The first call we now made was to Rev. Jacob 
Smith. His immediate response was to offer the Parish House as a holding 
place for donated supplies, and his help in distributing them to the affected 
areas. Just as Tom had done so many times before. 
 
Working directly with Jacob, Mark Tenniswood, their Calvary Church team, and 
the NYPD, we were able to send 22 Police vans packed with supplies directly to 
the 5 most severely affected areas, as well as to the Lower East Side housing 
projects, and a daycare center which housed 133 children ages 2-5 who were 
displaced by the storm.  
 
It is evident from Jacob’s many community outreach efforts that he has the 
same gift as Tom for pastoring and serving others.  
 
We often notice Jacob sitting down on a Park bench talking to people when they 
have problems, just as Tom has been doing for so many years. We have 
watched Jacob and his wife Melina get to know young families in the Park, as 
they both are very active in our community projects and events. And, every year 
dozens of our neighbor families enjoy working as volunteers in the annual St. 
George’s Thanksgiving dinner organized by the Smiths.  
 
Anyone who knows Jacob and Melina speaks of their integrity, compassion, and 
humility. They and their two young children Sophia and Henry, have truly 
become beloved members of our community.  
 
My reason for talking so much about Jacob tonight, is that we are delighted at 
how the relationship the community has enjoyed for so many years with 
Calvary-St. George’s under Tom, continues to thrive and grow under Jacob’s 
leadership. 
 
Tom, all I can say is that our community has always counted on you for your 
love, wisdom, compassion and support.  We can’t thank you enough, for all you 
have done for us, and meant to us. We look forward to continuing working 
closely with you in the years ahead, and as always, we are ever so grateful to 
have you as our friend.  Thank you. 


