
Gramercy Park Block Association
March 31, 2008

Dear Neighbor,

We've received hundreds of emails and phone calls in response to the letter we 
sent out written by the mother of a neighborhood boy who was mugged at 5:30 
p.m. on March 3rd, on Gramercy Park East. 

Some of the suggestions given by the community include the following: volunteer Some of the suggestions given by the community include the following: volunteer 
community safety patrol, added neighborhood police presence during after school 
hours, NYPD security training for building employees, cameras installed at the four 
corners of the Park, cameras on buildings, security hired by the buildings, security 
hired by The Gramercy Park Block Association. 

Various community members have volunteered to research some of these options.  
We will get back to you with the information they provide us. 
WWarm Regards,
Arlene Harrison
Gramercy Park Block Association

______________________________________________________________

Gramercy Park Block Association
March 27. 2008

Dear Neighbor,

As many of you knoAs many of you know, I founded The Gramercy Park Block Association in 1994
after my son was attacked by a gang across the street from the building in which I 
live (34 Gramercy Park East).

I am sorry to have to report to you that recently one of our neighbor's children was 
the victim of a similar incident at the same location.

We remain commited to maintaining the saftely and security of our neighborhood.

Sincerely,
ArleneArlene

Below is a letter from the parents of the child. 
Dear Arlene,

WWe are writing you because we know that you started the Gramercy Park Block 
Association 14 years ago after your son was beaten up by a gang directly across 
the street from your building at 34 Gramercy Park East.  Recently, at the same 
corner our 12-year-old son was robbed of his cell phone in broad daylight at about 
5:30 p.m.

WWe believe that the robbery was calculated and planned and probably could 
happen again. Therefore, we would like other parents to know the details because 
there are so many kids in the neighborhood.

Here's what happened:  Our 12 year old, who is tall for his age, athletic and confiHere's what happened:  Our 12 year old, who is tall for his age, athletic and confii
dent walking in the neighborhood, was crossing 20th Street at your corner in the 
direction of Park Avenue South. Suddenly he felt strangers very close behind. He 
quickened his pace but was surrounded by two big, dark-skinned high school age 
boys. He couldn't move either way. They told our son to walk with them and 
demanded his money.  When he didn't have any they took his cell phone. Then 
they ran off down Irving Place along with another guy who was on the south side 
of 20th Street.of 20th Street.

Our son believes that the three guys were part of a larger group that he had just 
seen outside Dunkin Donuts on Third Avenue. The group, which was ahead of 
him, had crossed to the north side of 20th Street and two of them went toward 
Gramercy Corner, the news/convenience store. The others crossed Third Avenue 
to Bar Fly. When our son reached this corner two of them (he thinks the SAME 
TWO that robbed him) were leaning against the railing by the outside tables.  In 
retrospect, they were lying in wait for someone to come along. It just happened to 
be our son but it could have been any of the children in the neighborhood.be our son but it could have been any of the children in the neighborhood.

It is likely that the two members of the group that had walked toward Gramercy 
Corner acted as lookouts on Third Avenue. The other guy must have crossed to 
the south side of 20th Street to be the lookout for Gramercy Park. Irving Place 
offered a quick get away.

What was surprising to our son was that no one was around when he needed 
help. Ironically, he always has felt safest at your corner, which he affectionately 
calls  "Arlene's building."

Thank you for your help. Thank you for your help. We hope parents will, as we have, take the opportunity to 
review safety rules with their children, as appropriate. We also hope doormen will 
be extra vigilant during after school hours.  Our son has been robbed of his feeling 
of security in his own neighborhood at a time when he could be increasing his 
independence.


